I have made a mistake and discover it, I shall have no
hesitation in proclaiming it from the house top and re-
tracing my faulty step. There is little chance of my
making such a discovery. If there is clear indication,
as I claim there is, of the Inner Voice, it will not be
gainsaid. I plead for all absence of argument and in-
evitable endorsement of the step. If the whole of India
responds or at least Delhi does, the fast might be soon
ended.
NO SOFTNESS
But whether it ends soon or late or never, let there
be no softness in dealing with what may be termed as a
crisis. Critics have regarded some of my previous fasts as
coercive and held that on merits the verdict would have
gone against my stand but for the pressure exercised
by the fasts. What value can an adverse verdict have
when the purpose is demonstrably sound? A pure fast,
like duty, is its own reward. I do not embark upon it
for the sake of the result it may bring. I do so because
I must. Hence, I urge everybody dispassionately to
examine the purpose and let me die, if I must, in peace
which I hope is ensured. Death for me would be a glorious
deliverance rather than that I should be a helpless wit-
ness of the destruction of India, Hinduism, Sikhism and
Islam. That destruction is certain if Pakistan ensures no
equality of status and security of life and property for all
professing the various faiths of the world and if India
copies her. Only then Islam dies in the two Indias,
not in the world. But Hinduism and Sikhism have no
world outside India. Those who differ from me will be
honoured by me for their resistance however implacable.
Let my fast quicken conscience, not deaden it. Just
contemplate the rot that has set in in beloved India and
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